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FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL

This month, I would like to take up the subject of
accreditation. As you know, A-JIS is accredited
by the CIS (Council of International Schools) and
the NEASC (New England Association of Schools
and Colleges. An onsite visit by representatives
of these organizations is now scheduled for the 8"
to 11"™ of March to review the operation of the
school. This is an opportunity for us to share in
person how A-JIS is contributing to meeting
standards and realizing continuous improvement.
Following is a brief introduction of the members of
the visiting team.

Ms. Margaret Alvarez, CIS: Ms. Alvarez is the
Associate Director of the CIS Accreditation
Service, and is responsible for research and
development and schools in the Asia region.
Originally from Scotland, she has spent most of her
career in education. Prior to joining CIS, she was
Head of an international school in Singapore, and
has also served international students in Europe and
Asia, as a teacher, school administrator, and Board
member. She is the mother of two children who
attend an international school in Singapore, and
therefore has a personal as well as a professional
interest in supporting international education.

Dr. William MclIntyre, NEASC: Dr. Mclntyre has
been a member of the faculty and administration at
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Nashua Community College in New Hampshire for
many years. He has been involved with NEASC for
over 30 years. He has served on about 12 visiting
teams in New England, and his forthcoming visit to
Japan will be his fourth international visit. At
NEASC, he served as a Commissioner on the
Commission on Institutions for Higher Education and
the Commission for Career and Technical Institutions,
both for six years. In 2008, he served on a special
task force for NEASC’s Commission on American
and International Schools Abroad (CAISA) to create a
strategic plan for that Commission for the next five
years. At his own school, he has been its
accreditation liaison for the last 12 years, co-authored
all of its self studies and reports, and coordinated the
visits.  He is thus very familiar with NEASC
standards and procedures. Having served on three
joint NEASC/CIS visits, he has become quite familiar
with their procedures as well. He comments that all
of the teams he has ever been associated with for
NEASC/CIS have been wonderful amalgamations of
talent, experience, and personalities, and strongly
believes that the underlying tenet of accreditation of
continuous improvements.

Please welcome Ms. Alvarez and Dr. Mclntyre during
their March visit.

Kind regards,

Barbara Beaufait
Head of School

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT A-JIS

A-JIS STUDENTS WIN AWARDS IN SUGINAMI
WARD PEACE POSTER CONTEST

Every year, Suginami Ward holds an annual “Posters
for Peace” contest, soliciting entries from Suginami
Ward elementary and middle school students. This
school year, a total of 515 entries were submitted by
28 schools, including 82 by A-JIS middle school
students, and as a result of screening by a panel, two
of the A-JIS entries won bronze awards. The A-JIS
entries were prepared under the supervision of A-JIS
Art Instructor Yuka Asano. The winning entries
were submitted by the following students:

Juri Komuro, Gr. 7V
Aylie Yamagishi, G.r. 8F

The awards will be presented at a ceremony at the
Suginami Ward Office on Thursday, March 18, and a
bus will be laid on to transport those who wish to
attend the ceremony, as indicated in a notice sent to
all parents/guardians on February 10.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO JURI KOMURO, AYLIE
YAMAGISHI, AND ART INSTRUCTOR YUKA
ASANoO!!!

By now, perhaps you will have heard that Art
Instructor Yuka Asano was hospitalized and initially
in the Intensive Care Unit on Friday, February 5.
She has since been moved out of ICU, and is making
favorable progress. All of us pray for a speedy and
full recovery, and return to her duties at A-JIS.

WINNERS OF MATH PROBLEMS OF THE WEEK
The winners of the Math Problems of the Week for
the week beginning Monday, January 25, were as
follows:
General Math 1
No winners
General Math 2
Ibuki Jude Stone, Gr. 2F
Manaka Inoshita, Gr. 2G
General Math 3
Alyssa Prigge, Gr. 3L
Minami Sato, Gr. 3L
General Math 4 & 5
Sara Weslee Simms, G.r. 5L
Mio Hashimoto, Gr. 5C
Middle School Math 6 & 7,
Seo Yeon Choi, Gr. 6S
Hiyori Kobayashi, Gr. 6M
Middle School Math 8 & 9
Shao Yun Winnie Chang, Gr. 6S

For the week beginning Monday, February 1, the
winners were as follows:
General Math 1
No entries
General Math 2
Shion Stephanie Simms, Gr. 2F
Yuhei Fukuhara, Gr. 2G
General Math 3
Romy Kondo Roulin, Gr. 3L
Alyssa Prigge, Gr. 3L
General Math 4 & 5
Kanghyun Kwon, MI-1
Saecho Oh, MI-1
Middle School Math 6 & 7,
Minami Sophie Aramaki, Gr. 5C
Hiyori Kobayashi, Gr. 6M
Middle School Math 8 & 9
Hee Geun Song, Gr. 7V

Feb. 5: Brain Bowl at SMIS

On Friday, February 5, the annual Kanto Plains Brain
Bowl academic quiz event between four-member
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teams made up of 6", 7", and 8" graders of
international schools in the Kanto Plains region was
held at St. Mary’s International School in
Setagaya-ku, Tokyo from 8:00 a. m. to 3:00 p. m..
A total of around 100 students from 13 schools
participated and competed in questions on English,
General Knowledge, Japanese, Mathematics,
Science, World Geography, Art, Music and Current
Events. This event is not an inter-school
competition; each team is made up of students from
different schools. As shown, there was an A-JIS
student in each of the first to fourth place teams.

The team results were as follows;

First Place:
Hanabi Ito (A-JIS)
Thomas Clark (St. Mary’s Int’l. School)
Richa Mehta (Seisen Int’l. School)
Arisa Tana (St. Maur Int’l. School)

Second Place:
Phyo Thiri Min Gaung (A-JIS)
Vitaly Banov (Nishimachi Int’l School)
Helen Weathers (Yokota)
Lucas Hegaard (St. Maur Int’l. School)

Third Place:
Kenji Akaizawa (A-JIS)
Eric Lawrence (American School in Japan)
Nicholas  Shuscheim  (St.Mary’s Int’l
School)
Daniel Rivera (Zama)

Fourth Place:
Ailey Langley (A-JIS)
Erika Inoue (KIST)
Kent Shikama (St. Mary’s Int’l. School)
Hwan Yoon (St. Mary’s Int’l. School)

Fifth Place:
Jonah Piesner (American School in Japan)
Lucie Cahierre (Int’l. School of Sacred
Heart)
Taymur Chohan (KIST)
Thomas Barrett (Yokohama Int’l. School)

Certificates of commendation were presented to the
members of the winning teams.

Feb. 24-27: 6 Graders’ Ski Trip

Every year, the 6™ graders go on a ski trip, a trip that
serves to mark their transition from elementary
school to middle. It is also great opportunity for the
students to share time with each other and with their
teachers in a relaxed atmosphere outside the school.
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The students will leave A-JIS by chartered bus at
7:00 a. m., Wednesday, February 24, and proceed to
Yuzawa in Niigata Prefecture, about 200 kilometers
north-north-west of Tokyo as the crow flies, a trip of
about 3.5 hours. They will be staying at the Hotel
Sporea Yuzawa.

For the skiing activities, they will go to the Iwappara
ski slopes, about 10 minutes away, where they will
be broken up into four groups according to their
abilities, and be coached by professional
English-speaking instructors.

In addition to skiing, the students will also engage in
academic activities such as science experiments and
astronomical observations, and also visit the Snow
Pavilion museum where they observe the lifestyle of
people living in snowy regions.

A total of 30 6™ graders will be going on the trip;
they will be accompanied by Japanese instructors
Shoko Endo and Miki Yamamoto, Grade 6S
homeroom teacher Kyle Shahan and Grade 6M
homeroom teacher Robert Meyer.

They will be returning in the afternoon of Saturday,
February 27.

Mar. 6: Meguro K-1 Spring Program

Every year, the children of the K-1 class at the
Meguro Campus participate in a Spring Program
which takes place at the Suginami Campus
auditorium. The Spring Program takes place this
year from 10:30 a. m. to 11:30 a. m., Saturday,
March 6. The 16 K-1 children will come directly to
the Suginami Campus with their parents/guardians,
where they will participate in the program under the
supervision of K-1 Tree Class Teacher Hiromi
Berkness and Music Teacher Cherryl Piamonte, who
will be assisted by Assistant Teachers Miwako
Fujimoto and Asami Inoue. The other teachers and
staff of the Meguro Campus will also be
accompanying the group.

This year, the program is entitled “Let’s Sing and
Learn”; it will consist of a series of songs presented
by the children, and it will wind up with a short play,
“Mary and Her Little Lambs.”

JAGUARS SPORTS

School name abbreviations, team names:
ASIJ:  American School in Japan, Mustangs
A-JIS: Aoba-Japan Int’l. School, Jaguars
CA: Canadian Academy, Falcons
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CAJ: Christian Academy in Japan, Knights

HIS: Hokkaido Int’l. School, Huskies

ISSH: Int’l. School of Sacred Heart, Symbas

KIU: Kyoto Int’l. University Academy, Flames

MBIS: Marist Bros. Int’l. School, Bulldogs

NagoyalS: Nagoya Int’l. School, Dolphins

NIS: Nishimachi Int’l. School, Vikings

OIS: Osaka Int’l. School, Sabers

SIS: Seisen Int’l. School, Phoenix

SMaurlS: St. Maur Int’l. School, Cougars

SMIS: St. Mary’s Int’l. School, Titans

SMS: Santa Maria School,

TIS: Tokyo Int’l. School, Penguins
‘Penguins’ is for basketball team only

TYIS: Tokyo YMCA Int’l. School

YIS: Yokohama Int’l. School, Dragons.

The A-JIS Jaguars Boys Basketball season continued
with the following results of games that took place
the end of January, culminating in the Saturday,
February 6 A team Tournament held at St. Maur’s
International School and Yokohama International
School.  Scores of these are given below; Jaguars
scores are shown in [J.

Saturday, January 30, at Miyamae Gym
A-JIS Jaguars A team vs. SMIS Titans A team
to 32:  Jaguars won!!!

Monday, February 1, at SMaurlS

A-JIS Jaguars A team vs. SMaurlS Cougars A team
to 33:  Jaguars lost.

A-JIS Jaguars B team vs. SMaurlS Cougars B team
to 33:  Jaguars lost.

Wednesday, February 3, at ASIJ

A-JIS Jaguars B team vs. AS1J Mustangs ??

to 27: Jaguars won!!!

Thursday, February 4, at Miyamae Gym

A-JIS Jaguars A team vs. YIS Dragons A team
to 40: Jaguars won!!!

A-JIS Jaguars B team vs. YIS Dragons B team
to 39:  Jaguars lost.

Seven schools participated in the Kanto Plains Boys
Basketball tournament (A teams) held on Saturday,
February 6, Plains Boys Basketball Tournament at
SMaurlS and YIS. The Jaguars won two out of
three games, to place 3™ overall in the tournament.
Scores for the three games were as follows.

A-JIS Jaguars vs. SMaurlS
to 23:  Jaguars won!!!

A-JIS Jaguars vs. CAJ Knights
to 29:  Jaguars lost.
A-JIS Jaguars vs. NIS Vikings
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to 33:  Jaguars won!!!

Jaguars vs. Teachers Basketball Game

On Monday, February 15, a fun game took place
between Jaguars A and B team members and
teachers. The Jaguars fought well, scoring a very
respectable 22 points, but ultimately were unable to
overcome the overwhelming heights/physiques of the
teachers who won but could score only 28 points.

The Boys Basketball season thus ended with the
Kanto Plains tournament; the Girls Basketball
season opened on February 15 when practice began,
to be followed by the Boys Baseball season in March.

FROM THE STUDENT COUNCIL

The Student Council (SC), in close collaboration with
the Family Community (FC), mounted a Haiti Relief
Campaign shortly after the disastrous earthquake that
hit the Republic of Haiti on January 12, setting up a
target of ¥1 million. The program was initiated by
Head of School Barbara Beaufait, A-JIS Student
Council Coordinator Kyle Shahan (Gr. 6S homeroom
teacher), and Grade 8S homeroom teacher Kerry
Stanley; and the deadline for donations was
Wednesday, February 10. The final total was
¥1,347,580 in donations. To this sum was added the
¥121,960 raised by the FC on Friday, January 29 at
the Haiti Relief Campaign Books and Snacks Sale at
the Talent Show, plus an additional ¥152,971
consisting of the earnings from the Halloween Bake
Sale of last fall, adding up to a total of ¥1,622,511!!!
It was an incredible show of compassion, teamwork,
and quick action in Haiti’s time of need. Every part
of the school community participated in the
campaign.  Parents, students, faculty, staff, and
school leadership were all involved and worked
together closely with one common purpose.

The SC and FC thank all those who donated money,
time, or energy to make the campaign a success and
meet a critical need in the world, and in doing so,
modeled charity to the students.

The Red & White Dance held in the auditorium of
the Suginami Campus on Wednesday, February 10
was another successful event planned and executed
entirely by the students. Everybody learned a little
more about clear communications and decision
making this time. About 100 students and their
guests attended; pizza and donuts were arranged by
the Food Committee, tickets were designed and sold
by the Ticket Committee, and the music list was
created and student performances arranged by the
Music Committee. The event was supervised by
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middle school teachers.

The next major event on the SC calendar is the
Spring Carnival 2010 scheduled to for Sunday, April
25. The SC will be organizing and operating the
activities taking place in the playground.

FROM THE FAMILY COMMUNITY

The Family Community (FC) is pleased to announce
that total proceeds from the Haiti Books and Snacks
Sale held on Friday, January 29 at the Suginami
Campus amounted to ¥121,960, a very respectable
sum considering the short notice. The FC thanks all
those who made purchases at these sales, and those
who helped out in the sales of books and in preparing
the snacks at these activities. This sum was added
to the Haiti Relief Campaign conducted by jointly by
the FC and the Student Council (SC) under the
supervision of the SC. Also being added by the FC
to the Haiti Relief Campaign are the proceeds of the
Halloween Bake Sale earnings last fall of ¥152,971,
making a total of ¥274,931 going to the Haiti Relief
Campaign from the Family Community.

The next major project being organized by the
Family Community consists of the annual Spring
Carnival scheduled for Sunday, April 25. You will
have received detailed information on the Spring
Carnival soliciting gifts for the White Elephant Sale
and the raffle prizes, and also seeking volunteers to
assist in the White FElephant sale, entertainment
activities, and organizing and operation of food
booths at the carnival. To refresh your memory,
noted below are the persons you should contact for
further information, or if you are willing to donate
goods or volunteer your services.

Mika Miyata, FC President
cell: 090-1166-6811
e-mail: mika24845@gmail.com

Kazumi Fukumuro, FC Vice President
cell:  090-2400-5550
e-mail: happyroom3@gmail.com

Kristine Bordner, Liaison to A-JIS FC
tel:  03-3335-6620
e-mail: kristine.bordner@aobajapan.jp

From the Editor

We strive to assure correctness in grammar and usage of words,
accuracy in translations, and no typos or other errors, however, being
mere mortals, there are bound to be instances where these aims are not
necessarily achieved. For this we beg your indulgence.
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