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SPRING VACATION IN 10 DAYS!!
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FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL

March is here and it feels like spring is arriving
despite the occasional cold spell. We look
forward to cherry blossom time in Japan. Latest
predictions indicate that blooming in central Tokyo
begins around Sunday, March 21. Luckily this
will be at the beginning of the spring break, so the
cherry trees should be in full bloom during that
week. I look forward to the season and wish
everyone good times with family and friends
enjoying the out of doors.

Spring Carnival preparations are under way. The
Family Community is still seeking donations and
volunteers to assist, and seeks your cooperation.

We will continue to keep you informed of all
events. Please check your calendars often and do
not hesitate to contact the school with questions
and/or clarification.

Kind regards,

Barbara Beaufait
Head of School

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT A-JIS
(in chronological order)

Winners of Math Problems of the Week
Math Problems of the Week winners starting with
the week of Monday, February 15 are as follows.
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General Math 1

Yuzuki Kobashi,

Ririka Kimura,

General Math 2

Yuhei Fukuhara,

Karin Kato,

General Math 3

Kazuki Koura,

Minami Sato,

General Math 4 & 5

Maya Lopez,

Middle School Math 6 & 7
Kaoru Miyata,

Won Ho Yu,

Middle School Math 8 & 9
No winners

For the week of Monday, February 22, the winners
were as follows:

General Math 1

No entries

General Math 2

Hyugo Sano,

Yuhei Fukuhara,

General Math 3

Kazuki Koura,

Minami Sato,

General Math 4 & 5

Minami Aramaki,

Maya Lopez,

Middle School Math 6 & 7

Minami Aramaki,

Shao-Yun ‘Winnie’ Chang,

Middle School Math 8 & 9

Hee Geun Song,

For the week ending Monday, March 1, the winners
were as follows:

General Math 1

Miyu Kameyama,

William Alexander Prigge,
General Math 2

Lee Shinobu Thresher Clarke,
Naoki Matsukawa,

General Math 3

Romy Kondo Roulin,

Kazuki Koura,

General Math 4 & §

Yuki Takei,

Maya lopez,

Middle School Math 6 & 7
Yuki Takei,

Ya-Hsin Chang,

Middle School Math 8 & 9
Hee Geun Song,
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Mar. 19: Gr. 3~5, Ml Int’l. Music Festival

On Friday, March 19, the International Music
Festival for elementary levels Gr. 3 to Gr. 5 and MI
students will take place in the auditorium of the
Suginami Campus. The theme for the Festival is
“Broadway Revue,” and as the title indicates,
features a series of numbers from Broadway
musicals. The oldest songs are from “Annie Get
Your Gun” which opened on Broadway in 1946, and
the latest songs are ABBA songs from “Mamma
Mia” which opened on Broadway in 2001.

The festival is being organized and supervised by
music instructors Nobuhito Koike and Ken Remaly,
and piano accompaniment will be provided by music
instructor Fumi Finch.

The doors open at 5:45 p. m., the event begins at 6:00
p. m. and is scheduled to end around 8:00 p. m.
Parents/guardians are cordially invited to attend the
Festival.

Mar. 20 ~31: Spring Vacation

It’s almost cherry blossom time in Tokyo, and that
means Spring Vacation beginning on Saturday,
March 20 and continuing until Wednesday, March
31. As Ms. Beaufait mentioned, the blooming of
cherry blossoms in central Tokyo has been predicted
to begin around March 21 so that means that they
will be in full bloom a few days after that. Have a
great spring vacation, and enjoy the cherry blossoms.

Apr. 2: Gr. 4~5/MI-1~2 After School Activities

Friday, April 2, is the day for After School Activities
for the upper elementary students comprising the
fourth and fifth graders from both mainstream and
intensive. It will be an afternoon of fun and games,
activities that are aimed to give everyone in these
grades opportunities to socialize with classmates,
teachers, and other members of the school staff. As
indicated by the name, the activities will take place
after school; informationally, last year, the
activities took place between 4:00 and 6:00 p. m.
Details of the activities including the times are now
being firmed up and will be communicated to
parents/guardians as soon as they become available.

Apr. 9: K, Gr. 1/LI-1 Easter Activities

Every year, the Kindergarten and Grade 1/LI-1
classes at A-JIS take part in fun-filled Easter
celebrations.  In previous years, the Suginami
Campus K-3 and K-4, and Grade 1/LI-1 classes have
had Easter hat parades and assemblies from 9:15 a.
m., while Meguro K1~4 classes have had Easter
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parades to nearby Saigoyama Park, setting out around
9:00 a. m.

These activities have been followed by Easter egg
hunts, outdoors weather permitting.

In previous years, children of the nearby Takara
Kindergarten have been invited to join in the
activities of the Suginami Campus.

The above programs indicate what has happened in
previous years; this year, the activities will be
taking place on Friday, April 9. Final details for
this year’s program are now being worked out, and
notices will be going to parents/guardians as soon as
they are firmed up.

By the way, did you know the origins of the Easter
Egg Hunt which is a favorite Easter activity for
children? The egg was a symbol of the rebirth of
the earth in Pagan celebrations of spring, and was
adopted by early Christians as a symbol of the rebirth
of man at Easter. The egg symbol was likened to
the tomb from which Christ arose. In the Easter
Egg Hunt, decorated eggs, both real hard-boiled ones
or artificials ones filled with or made of chocolate
candies of various sizes, are hidden in various places
for children to find. The game may be both indoors
and outdoors.

While on the subject of Easter, do you know what
determines the date of Easter each year? Unlike
Christmas, Easter is a “movable feast,” in that it is
not fixed in relation to the civil calendar. The date
of Easter is the first Sunday after the full moon
following the vernal equinox, and so the date varies
between March 22 and April 25. This year, the first
full moon after the vernal equinox of March 21 is
Tuesday, March 30, and so Easter is the first Sunday
after that which means the Sunday of April 4.

Mar. 21: Vernal Equinox

On the subject of the Vernal Equinox that came up in
connection with the Easter Egg Hunt, many people
consider this day, which this year is Sunday, March
21, to be the day when night and day are equal in
length. The Vernal Equinox and Autumnal Equinox
days are the days when the sun crosses over the
equator. This makes the lengths of day and night
approximately (but not precisely) the same.
However, according to the Wikipedia, sunset and
sunrise times are designated as the times when the
upper edge of the sun appears on the horizon when
the sun is rising and disappears below the horizon
when it is setting; based on these criteria, in Tokyo,
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the sun rises at 05:44 a m. and sets at 5:53 p. m., on
March 21, Vernal Equinox, making the length of the
day 12 hours and nine minutes. The day when night
and day are of the same length in Tokyo, based on
the aforementioned criteria is, for the year of 2010,
Wednesday, March 17 when the upper edge of the
sun emerges above the horizon at 5:50 a. m. and
disappears below the horizon at 5:50 p. m.

JAGUARS SPORTS

With just a little over three months left to the school
year, all that remains for the Jaguars is the girls’
basketball season and the boys’ baseball season.
The girls have been practicing hard since
mid-February, and will be playing their first game on
Saturday, March 13, at the Miyamae Gym, when the
Jaguars girls B team will come up against the CAJ
Knights B team. Please attend the game and cheer
the Jaguars on to victory (hopefully).

APOLOGY FROM THE EDITOR: HAITI
DONATIONS TOTAL REPORTED ERRONEOUSLY

Due to an unfortunate mix-up, total donations to the
Haiti Relief Campaign as stated in the February issue
of the A-JIS COURIER were given erroneously.
The actual total was ¥1,347,580 rather than the
¥1.622,511 figure stated. This came about when
contributions to the campaign from Family
Community (FC) activities of ¥274,931 was
erroneously added to a figure received from the
Student Council (SC) which already included the FC
contributions. The Editor apologizes for this error
which is a result of the editor not having rechecked
and verified the figures, and reaffirms that total
donations from parents, students, faculty and staff
amounted to ¥1,347,580, which was nonetheless a
very respectable total despite the slight decrease.

FROM THE FAMILY COMMUNITY

The Officers of the Family Community (FC),
together with those who have volunteered to assist in
the planning and operation of the Spring Carnival
2010 taking place on Sunday, April 25 are
energetically meeting twice weekly to discuss the
preparations and coordinating of personnel.

Already a considerable number of persons have
volunteered, but the FC needs more volunteers. The
FC also looks forward to donations for the White
Elephant Sale and the raffle prizes. Please contact
the following if you are willing to assist in either or
both the preparing and operating of the various
activities.

[EF] TP &, HRTII3HQIBOM DRI
L. HOHIIRISH 4457, HEILSKES35 T3
5, ZOHOEIITR2KEM7IZ2 0 £9°, Rk
EF TR LK ENECHEBO R IX, 54, 2010
FETIE, 3HI7TE T, ZORICIE. KBO Eofn
AR D BB D O A FRISKES03 . K FEHRIZTE 2
D DINTFESKES03 & BREENENENLDL X 9 &
12EFR DIz 5 DT,

S H—X RABR—Y
SFELHEIr ATV LR, Py U —XI|Z
X, ARy hAR—L, BFEERNED DL
ERDFE LT, FOHIT2A ALY R ke %
BT TRY, &AOREIX, 3H13H (LH) 2
BRIV LTSy F—XABF— L DS AVDCATF
4 YBF— AL DORETT, O ZORA ITEIERIC
RTHEHZ, IS TI+v VI — X2 B ~ENT T X
VY,

FBEEIVOEEV N FREF Y IR—2ADT
HFHEMNER

FIEWIZ LY, 4A-TIS COURIERD2 A 5 T/nA F
BAEX v XD THF O A FEDELE - TH
FoNE L, IELWETIT¥L622,511 TiE7e <
T, ¥1,347,580C, Ziuid., £EES (SC) L v
NhHoTFHFERFIC, 773V — ala=T~«
— (FC) IEEITIRAE L7-¥274,931 0 HF D& £
TWEICHEMb LT, BBoTHEMEINZ &
Wk bDOTLE, ZORYIL, WEANKT %
HFov /783 RE2E-T-Z2LI2LDHHDT,
WMEZITZ ZITBEORE L, &@FENEDMNE- T
LOD, REE, A, BB OEKED T O
AFH¥L347,58008, TR TCTHYIRBREFHTHDH Z L
O CHERSETIHE E7,

J7E2Y— aZa=Tq4—&Y

Z77IV— alia=74— (FC) &AL, k54
H25H (HEER) ICBfE SN A A TS Y 7 H—=
JVOAEH « EFEIZHONT, PaoTHFIH AT
VT4 T ENELE &L L BICHEIMICE2ES
Grbb, L AMOa—T 4 x—T 3 VIiZon
TiELE->TWVET,

T TN DEDO T ANRT T 4T ELTEBT
fEWEHR  LHTHEESELEDY, FClEFEFEFEFEATER
&T9, FCliE/z, "UA b =L 77 B—
THRFGE SN DM, KO Uil & DE O ZFH %
WL TR £, FHEOITFEO AN EIXEMHIC
BPREWHIT A HIX, E5FTRRE TITHE F I,
HHZEE FCRE



Mika Miyata, FC President
cell: 080-1166-6811
e-mail: mika24845@gmail.com

Kazumi Fukumuro, FC Vice President
cell:  090-2400-5550
e-mail: happyroom3@gmail.com

Kristine Bordner, Liaison to A-JIS FC
tel:  03-3335-6620
e-mail: kristine.bordner@aobajapan.jp

OFFICIAL A-JIS WEBSITE

The A-JIS website at http://aobajapan.jp is a great
way for A-JIS parents/guardians and families to keep
up to date with what is happening at the school,
including daily news items and upcoming events that
are added regularly to the main page. View the
school calendar which parents/guardians can
subscribe to for automatic event reminders. Official
school notices to parents/guardians can be
downloaded in English and Japanese from the main
news page

The website is also a great source of information on
the school, student policy and procedures, faculty and
staff contacts and neighborhood safety alerts. As
such, it is also a great source of information for
parents/guardians who are considering enrolling their
children in an international school, so if you know of
any such parents/guardians, please direct them to the
A-JIS official website.

This school year will see a renewed focus on
developing and expanding the website with more
detailed information about the school, class
homepages, as well as online notices, forms and
reports. A key aim of the site is to continually
facilitate and develop communication between
parents/guardians and the school and provide a daily
window for parents/guardians into student activities
and achievements. Be sure to stop by the site
regularly and be a part of another great initiative in
helping A-JIS be the best it can be.

A-JIS Website: http://aobajapan.jp

From the Editor

We strive to assure correctness in grammar and usage of words,
accuracy in translations, and no typos or other errors, however, being
mere mortals, there are bound to be instances where these aims are not
necessarily achieved. For this we beg your indulgence.

NEXT ISSUE OF "A-JIS COURIER": April 15,2010
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